BOOK REVIE\VS which an anaesthetist would have shown in dealing with the same matter, as the latter would have given more attention to those aspects of pharmacology which make a compound desirable or undesirable under conditions of clinical practice. For example, the potentially dangerous release of potassium following the injection of suxamethonium is not mentioned, nor is the equally important fact concerning the metabolism of methoxyflurane with dangerous end-products. Ethyl chloride is described as though it were a compound in everyday use rather than one which had been superseded. In addition, a number of compounds commonly used in anaesthetic practice are not included, namely pentazocine, alcuronium, pancuronium, ketamine, propaniclid and methohexital. This book is intended for students beginning anaesthesia, but is cannot be considered a satisfactory text for this purpose in Australia. Firstly, most of the techniques and equipment cIescribed arc different from those in common use in this country, and secondly, the text is poorly organized, circumlocutory and emphasizes minutiae.
Even the illustrations concern unimportant detail instead of major points.
There is a particularly unfortunate series of misprints concerning thiopentone, where on first reading the dose recommended is 4 ml/kg of 3·5 per cent thiopentone. Onlv close inspection of the sums which follovv reveals the error.
I had hoped to see some discussion of the major anaesthetic agents and their effects, some clear instructions on a good methodical approach to safe anaesthesia, and certainly some mention of the complications of anaesthesia and the management of cardiac arrest. ?\ one of these topics gets any worthwhile mention. The book gives more emphases to reducing valves than to adequate suction.
This again emphasizes the need for a text in Australia. Our techniques and apparatus are sufficiently different to warrant a special book.
STEWART BATH.
The Structure and Function of the Kidney.
Hamburger, Richet and Grunfeld. \V. B. Saunclers & Co.; }(amsay Surgical Ltd. lO"x7". Pp. 115. Price $5.15. In reviewing a book, the reviewer is faced at times with the difficult task of judging it, not only on its absolute quality but also on its relevance to the work or interests of those persons of whom he is supposed to be a representative sample. In some subjects in anaesthesia this difficulty is exaggerated by the widening interests of anaesthetists.
These problems arise with this book. Judged on absolute criteria, it is a very good review of the anatomy, embryology, structure and physiology of the kidney. However, the physiology occupies only about 50 per cent of the content. and whilst students for the Primary F.1" .. \. will find it of help and interest, the early chapters on anatomy, etc., will not appeal at all.
On the other hand, the clinician interested in the kidney in a deeper sense or more detail, while finding the whole book interesting, pleasant and easy to read, will be disappointed by the lack of development of the relationship between the anatomy and physiology and the clinical problems he sees.
It is not a book for the research worker, but for those who want a light review of the basic sciences relevant to the kidney. As such it is a book worth looking at for each individual to assess whether it suits his taste for reading in this field. G. A. HARRISON.
